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INTRODUCTION 


In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. 

Praise be to Allah; Lord of the Worlds; May His blessings and 
salutations be upon the paragon of creation, the most sublime in 
character, our Master Muhammad Jfl - The terminal seal and the 
guide to the straight path - and upon his pure and noble wives, his 
family, his companions and all those who follow the prophetic way and the 
collective majority {Abb al-Sunna wa al-Jama c a) until the day of judgement. 

The author of this didactic poem ( Manzuma ) on creed entitled 
AI-Aqaid al-Sharnubiyya [The Creed of al-Sharnubl] is Abu Muhammad, 
‘Abd al-Majld b. Ibrahim al-Sharnubl, al-Azharl, al-Malikl Born in 
Sharnub, a town to the east of Damanhur in lower Egypt, a graduate of the 
Al-Azhar seminary in Cairo and a follower of the juristic school of 
Malik b. Anas an erudite scholar, a master of the Arabic language 
{Al-Lugha a I- Arabiyya) - Jurisprudence ( Fiqb) - Prophetic reports ( Hadlth ) - 
and Islamic mysticism ( Tasawwuf). 

His authored works include amongst others: 


Al-Mukhtasar Ibn Abl Jamra - A commentary on al-Nawawi’s 40 
reports ( AlArbain al-Nawawiyya). 

Taqrlb aJ-Ma an! - A commentary on the epistle of Ibn Abl Zayd 
al-Qayrawanl (. Al-Risala ibn Abl Zayd). 


AJ-KawikJb al-Duriyya - A commentary on the text of Al-’Izziyya 
(. Matn al- Izlyj'a) 

AJ-Mahasin al-Bahlyya - A commentary on the juristic poem 
Al- Ashmawlyya 

Shaykh Ahd al-Majld returned to his Lord in the year 1348 
AH/ 1929 CE. May Allah shower him with His infinite mercy 
and ennoble him with the lofty ranks of paradise. 


In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. 


jjjt. J! i^t\j 

<sy.fi I 

1. The one hopeful for the forgiveness of his sins 
‘Abd al-Majid al-Azhari al-Sharnubl, says: 
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2. All praise if due to Allah who is One 
In His essence, and [who] in perpetuity is alone. 
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3. And after praising Allah and [invoking] prayers 
Upon the Prophet, the possessor of favours, 
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4. These are the tenets of divine unity 
Through which we save ourselves from the noose of blind-following. 


o 0 





5. So memorize twenty attributes of our Master 
Through which you shall dwell in homes embellished with gold. 



6. He has Existence, Everlastingness, and Pre-eternity, 
He is dissimilar to that which is subject to non-existence, 
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7. And [He is] Self-Subsistent and One. 
These are six attributes enumerated. 
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8. Amongst them is Existence, which is a personal attribute. 
And the five after it are the negating [attributes]. 
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9. Moreover, it is neccesary that our beneficent Lord has 
Seven attributes which are called qualitative. 
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10. [They are] Knowledge, Will, Omnipotence, Sight, 
Hearing, Speech, and Life. So reflect! 
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11. Then there are seven that are inseperable from them called, 
Predicative. So lend an ear! 
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12. Such as His being alive, Willing and Powerful. 
Although disagreement has arisen in regards to their establishment. 
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13. The truth of the matter is that the qualitative (attributes) dispense 
Of them, as has been established by proof. 
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14. The opposite[s] of these are impossible for Him 
For He is Transcendent, the Majestic. 




15. With all attributes of perfection He is described. 
Glad tidings to whoever acknowledges this. 




16. Moreover, it is possible for Him to do what’s possible 
Or leave it undone. If he does not will [a thing] it does not come to be. 
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17. Necessary for His Messengers is infallibility, 
Veracity, conveying [the Message], and intellectual acuity. 
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1 8. And impossible are the opposite [s]. So know! 

The possible in regards to them are such [matters] as eating. 
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19. Be certain that the Chosen One from Tihama 
Is the best Messenger sent to mankind 



20. He has been distinguished with the Night journey and Ascension, 
And the religion that is upon a clear path. 
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21. He drew near to His Lord at a distance of but two bow-lengths 
And attained, from His accolade, the utmost wish. 


Ijj i_sjL oupji 
LJJI jpi ^ Li 

22. It is necessary to have faith in what has been related 
From him from his Master. 
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23. Such as the Assembly, the Bridge [over the Fire], the Scales, 
The Resurrection, reward in Paradise, 
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24. The Houris, youthful servants, the Angels, 
The Prophets, the Jinn and the Heavens. 
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25- The aforementioned beliefs are contained 
Within the testimony of Islam, according to what is established. 
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26. So believe in it and invoke it 
So that you may thereby see a splendid rank. 
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27. And ask the Beneficent, the Majestic, 
To raise us to the degree of perfection 
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. By the honour of Ta-Ha, the liege-lord, the Bringer of Tidings 
And his family, the springs of purification. 
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29. May our Lord bless him and give [him] peace 
And [to] his family as long as every book is concluded. 
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